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Celebrating the Reformation

Thomas Waters

hat began as a quiet matter, a debate among scholars, soon
reverberated around the world. Roland Bainton compares what
happened in the Reformation to an accidental ringing of a
bell. Bainton writes in Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther, “Luther . . . was
like a man, climbing in the darkness of a winding staircase in the steeple of an
ancient cathedral. In the blackness he reached out to steady himself, and his
hand laid hold of a rope. He was startled to hear the clanging of a bell.”

Like a giant meteorite exploding on the surface of the earth, the Reformation
shook Europe, even the world, and shaped civil and ecclesiastical events for
years to come. The development of nations, languages, the printing press as well
as theological and political systems were all influenced by the Reformation. No
matter the size of the rock hurled into the sea,
however, the effects of that collision will
eventually dissipate. Although the
Reformation had a direct impact on our
culture and religious development, much of
its impact is regrettably waning.

We at EBC realize and celebrate our
Reformational Heritage. This year for our
annual Reformation Weekend (October 30-
31), Pastor Eric Freel of Redeemer Baptist
Church in Macon, GA, will be with us as our
guest speaker. On Saturday Pastor Freel will
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address the practical implications of the
Reformation on our culture. On Sunday
Pastor Freel will preach to us from God’s
Word in both the morning and evening
worship services.

Please help make this a memorable weekend by:
1. Praying for the events of this weekend
2. Attending all the events of the weekend
3. Inviting and bringing FRANSs (Friends, Relatives, Associates and
Neighbors) to all the planned events and services.
4. Participating in all the events in the weekend - bringing food,
staying and participating in fellowship.

In the works of the Reformers,
Soli Deo Gloria!



EBC’s Newest Members: the Yawn Family

att and Candice met at church when she was
M fourteen years old. His dad was the pastor, and

her dad was a deacon. For about a year Matt
pursued Candice, but she would not have him. Just a
month before she turned fifteen Candice gave in, and they
became boyfriend and girlfriend. However, because her
dad wouldn’t allow her to date until after her sixteenth
birthday, they had to wait a year before actually dating.
Candice commented, “Looking back now I see what a
blessing that was.” Matt and Candice have been together
ever since, always high school sweethearts.

Matt was born in Waycross, GA, to Michael and
Melcene Yawn. Because
Michael Yawn was a
minister, the family
often moved. He is
now a Southern Baptist
pastor in Hoboken, GA,
and Melcene Yawn is a
paraprofessional at
Nahunta Elementary
school. Matt has a
younger brother whose
name is Mark.

Candice and her
older brother Trampus
were born in Baxley,
GA, to Marshall and
Debra Edgy. When
Candice was three, they
moved to Brantley
County. Her father is
presently employed by Georgia Power, the company he
has worked for since he was eighteen years old. Her
mother has always been a homemaker.

After graduating from Brantley County High School in
1994 and 1995 respectively, Matt and Candice were
married on July 1, 1995. Soon they were blessed with
two wonderful boys, Colt Preston who is almost fourteen
and Hunter Bryson who is twelve.

Colt is in the eighth grade at Brantley County Middle
School and enjoys studying the Bible, playing basketball
and tennis. Hunter likes to read his Bible, play tennis and
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Hunter, Candice, Matt, and Colt Yawn

basketball, and also enjoys fishing. He is in the seventh
grade at Brantley County Middle School. Both boys
enjoy having air soft wars with their brother and friends.

Matt is the general manager of Associated Systems of
Georgia (ASQG), a low voltage company in Brunswick,
GA, where he as been since he was eighteen. This year
Candice began her second year as the secretary of
Atkinson Elementary School, (grades four through six) in
Waynesville, GA. It is only three miles from her home.
How convenient for a busy mom!

Candice enjoys spending time with her family on their
boat. She likes to fish, watch the family do water sports,
and just being out on
the water. She also
likes to shop with
her friends and
going to the beach.
She enjoys watching
movies with Matt
and going out to eat.
She says she
absolutely LOVES
to watch her boys
play sports.

Matt likes to read
and study God’s
Word, and he loves
being with his
family. He also
likes a good movie
with Candice; he
likes to fish; and he

likes anything that is thrilling.

Candice’s favorite scripture is Psalm 18:2-3. Colt’s
favorite Bible verse is Revelation 5:13. Matt and Hunter
have too many to select a favorite.

Colt has recently read The Sovereignty of God, and
Candice read Twelve Extraordinary Women by John
MacArthur and Richard Belcher’s 4 Journey in Grace.
Matt says that there are too many for him to list, and
Hunter says that he mainly reads the Bible.

Although there were many positive influences on
Matt’s life, he says that Colt and Hunter particularly have

(Continued on page 4)
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Pastor Celebrates 55 Years in the Ministry

~isonme
fo pIEﬂEh good news fo the poor

fo proclaim [[Eﬂd[]m ¥

x5, for the prisoners
A STt

| e
The Spmi of the [
Nl

I this day of either self-seeking or burned-out pastors, it is refreshing and

n worthy of thanksgiving to know someone who has been faithful to the ministry
of the gospel for 55 years. Such a one is Pastor Roland Waters who was ordained on
September 2, 1955. With his gentle and compassionate manner and his great gift of
preaching, he has been most beloved by countless numbers of people. He is a true
gentleman, and people still listen intently when he speaks. Of course we must
mention his dear wife, lamma, who has faithfully and quietly stood by him through
all these years of service. She has been a great example of what a pastor’s wife
should be. We thank God for this milestone in his life and pray that God will grant
him many more years of service in His kingdom. God bless you, Pastor Roland and
Sister lammal

= Y

f prur:fai;n the year of the

s o

A A A A A A A A A A A A A LA AL aaan

ecently one Wednesday evening at Prayer Meeting, Pastor Thomas suggested that

Brother Tyler Melton was a worthy candidate for the “Daniel Award.” You recall
that Daniel would not defile himself with the King’s food and eventually was thrown in
a lion’s den when he would not cease praying publically to God. The “Daniel Award,”
therefore, is an award of recognition for young, brave, and bold Christians. On Tyler’s
first day of class at Georgia Southwestern College in Americus, a fellow student and
the professor were mocking Christ during the introduction session. When Tyler was
asked in front of his class what he enjoyed doing he responded, “Studying
theology.” To which the professor said, “I suppose you did not approve of our earlier
conversation?” Tyler responded he did not appreciate conversation that mocked Christ
or Christians. Three roars for Brother Tyler for boldly speaking up in Christ’s name—
even in the face of ridicule and public scorn.

Everyday Faith of Our Youth

It was during an afternoon workout that Colt and Two of the young men received this information and
Hunter Yawn shared Christ with three of their close wanted to know more. Colt and Hunter then began to talk
friends. They were excited in telling them with them about the absolute sovereignty

about the church they are now attending and
the many truths they are learning. While
trying to explain the doctrine of grace to
them, Colt asked them if they were saved,
and if so...how? By grace? By faith?

One of the boys said that he was saved
by both. Another said that he was saved by
faith, and the third said by grace. Colt then
told them that it was both, by grace through

of God in the salvation of men. They also
shared with them a brief explanation of the
five points of Calvinism and invited them
to FRANday at EBC which they did attend.
Colt and Hunter’s parents sent the
visiting boys home with a copy of The
1689 Baptist Confession of Faith, and they
have been reading it since. The Yawn
family’s prayer is that these young men

faith, but even the faith to believe was a gift will yearn to learn more about the truths of
given to them by God. Ephesians 2:8 states, “For by the Bible; not just by what others or tradition tell them,
grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not but by a careful study and examination of the many

of your own doing, it is the gift of God.” doctrines in God’s Word.
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Can you find them?

the Reformation. Do you know what they are and

S omewhere in this newsletter are the five “solas” of
what they mean? How many can you find?

EBC’s Newest Members: the Yawn Family

(Continued from page 2)

inspired him in more ways that he can count. One is that
they have caused him to be a more studious person.
Because they have always been active in and devoted
to church as well as to each other, Candice’s parents have
consistently influenced her life for good. Colt says that
the most influential people in his life are his mom, dad
and grandparents and that he is thankful for the good
examples they live by. Hunter says that Jesus has made
the greatest impact in his life because, “He saved me!”
Now some bits of information about this family that
one may not expect. Beginning when he was seven years
old Colt competed in gymnastics. For four years he went
to practice four hours a day, four days a week, and won at
least fifty gold medals. When he was eleven, he decided
to give up gymnastics order to participate in other sports.

Candice says that although many may not know it,
Hunter is extremely funny. He is quick witted and makes
them laugh all the time. He is very quiet, so many people
do not get the blessing of his humor. She is thankful for
the smiles he puts on their faces.

Matt went skydiving last year with his sixty-year old
dad. Candice refers to Matt as an adrenaline junkie. And
ladies, get this: she has more than 100 pairs of shoes!
Yes, the number is 100+. She says that she is presently
trying to downsize and has recently gotten rid of three
garbage bags of shoes. And—according to recent
observations, there is now another one among us who
likes for things to be “just right”.

We thank God for this good family. They are faithful
to attend all services even with a forty minute drive one
way. Their prayer is that one day there will be a
Reformed Baptist Church in Brantley County.

the power of a simple gift
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It is time again for everyone to begin filling shoeboxes with gifts
for Operation Christmas Child. This year we are asking everyone
to bring box(es) or plastic containers already filled, wrapped (lid
separately), and properly labeled for a boy or a girl, including the
child’s age category: 2-4, 5-9, or
10-14 years. A list of appropriate
items will be posted on the
bulletin board in the hall. We will
also need $7.00 per box for
shipping expenses. The deadline
is scheduled for mid-November,
so let’s get started right away.




Events and

October

Service
Opportunities

USHERS
NURSERY ATTENDANTS
03 Rob Mikell & Carl Lane
10 Donzell Lewis & Fred Browning 03 am—Jean York & Megan Groover

17 Will Brooks & Matt Yawn

pm—Gwen Mikell & Fran McElveen

24 Tony Sumrow & Carl Yarbrough 10 am—Bobbie Browning & Lynne Groover

31 Philip Sumrow & Gary Shepherd

Coat and tie requested or your best Sunday
attire. Please contact one of the deacons
prior to the scheduled date if you are
unable to serve. 31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

01
04
06
08
11
18
20
23
28

Leah McElveen FLOWERS
Fran McElveen

Will Brooks 03 Chlo Dukes
Clara Connely 10 Pat Shepherd
Gary Madray 17 Need a Volunteer
Bobbie Browning 24 Bobbie Browning
Megan Groover [/ 31 Need a Volunteer
Betty Lewis

Mac McElveen

COMING EVENTS

WIC—Tuesday, October 5, at EBC, 6:30 pm

Business Conference - October 6, at EBC, 7:00 pm

BIC—Tuesday, October 12, at EBC, 6:30 pm

Pictorial Report of Work in Haiti—With Jackie Wharam,
Sunday, October 3, at EBC, 6:00 pm

Reformation Weekend—October 30-31, at EBC

Operation Christmas Child—Deadline is mid-November

pm—Freda Smith & JoAnn Lewis

17 am—Maxine & Tony Sumrow

pm—-Staci O’Quinn & Pat Shepherd

24 am—Melissa Gonzales & Gwen Mikell

pm—Rebekah Sumrow & Joann Westberry
am—Megan Groover & Gail Waters
pm—Katie and Will Brooks

CHURCH CLEANING

02 Gail & Thomas Waters
Lynne & Al Groover

09 JoAnn & Donzell Lewis
Bobbie & Fred Browning

16 Joann Westberry
Jean York

23 Gloria & Dean Strickland
Freda & Bobby Smith

30 Pat & Gary Shepherd
Ann & Carl Lane

Sola Gratia

Grace Alone

Sola Frde

Faith Alone

Sota Seriplorn

Scripture Alone



Reformation Weekend at EBC

October 30-31, 2010
4:00 Saturday Afternoon and Regular Services on Sunday

focusing on

The Practical Implications of the Reformation
On Our Culture

Prepare ahead of time by praying for the weekend and reading about
the Reformation. (Ex: Five Solas, Tulip, lives of the reformers,
religion and life in the Middle Ages)

Hear Pastor Eric Freel of Redeemer Baptist Church in Macon, GA,
speak on Saturday and preach from the Scriptures on Sunday.

Share some group activities and a medieval meal on Saturday.

Come dressed in period costume—peasant, royalty, knight, priest, reformer.

Solus Christus

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ .

Romans 5:1

Emmanuel Baptist Church
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