
 

 
 

 
 
 

Voice of Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Volume 3, Issue 11                                                                                                                                             November 2 010 

Vox 

Salty Disciples 2 

The Shiny Black Shoes 3 

Remember the Faithful 4 

The 127 Ministry 4 

Thanksgiving Baskets 4 

November Service 
Opportunities and Events 

5 

The Horn of Plenty 6 

Inside this issue: 

T 
he holiday season is here.  In a few days we will celebrate my favorite 

holiday, Thanksgiving.  I think it is my favorite because it is probably 

the least commercialized; it means autumn is here (a favorite time of the 

year), and it is a time to deliberately reflect upon and give thanks to God for all 

His blessingsðmaterial and spiritual. 

     We all know how easy it is to get lost in the business of the holidays and miss 

their intended purposes. Also, we often wonder how we can share the gospel 

with family and friends.  Thanksgiving dinner is a wonderful and natural time to 

witness about Godôs goodness and His greatest gift of all,  the Lord Jesus Christ. 

    The following is offered as a suggested way to help us NOT miss the focus of 

the holiday and to witness to those 

who share our Thanksgiving meal. 

      1. Gather at the Table for a 

short Devotion - Read Luke 17:11-

19 and briefly comment about the 

healing of the ten lepers by Jesus. 

Emphasize how only one returned 

to give God thanks for being 

healed.  Speak about how every 

blessing we have is from God. 

Remind everyone that Godôs 

greatest blessing is the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Remember to be brief as 

the aroma of good food is vying 

for everyoneôs attention. 

      2.  Name Our Blessings - Ask everyone to name a blessing they are thankful 

for.  Be sure to include the children.  Call them by name and ask them how God 

has blessed them.  If there are Christians at the table, encourage them to express 

thankfulness for their salvation if they should not do so. 

      3.  Prayer of Thanksgiving - Offer a prayer of Thanksgiving.  Be sure to 

include both Godôs physical blessings and His spiritual ones - especially how 

through Jesus Christ we are healed from sin just like the men were healed from 

their leprosy. 

      4.  Enjoy Your Meal and Family  - No instruction necessary. 

A Thanksgiving Witness 
Thomas Waters 
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Vox is a monthly publication of Emmanuel Baptist Church, www.ebcjesup.net. 

Address:  1618 Waycross Highway, Jesup, GA 31545;  Phone:  427-4322 

Pastors:  Thomas Waters, Charles McElveen, Dean Strickland, Al Groover 

Editor:  Chlo Dukes, chlondukes@gmail.com 

Submit information to Chlo Dukes by the fifteenth of the month preceding publication by email, in person, or 

at the church office.  The editor reserves the right to edit for content or space.  Soli Deo Gloria! 

EBC 

Friday-Saturday - November 5-6 
Epworth By the Sea 

 

Contact Person:  Freda Smith 

O ne of the truly distinctive features of Jesusô ministry was His balance of compassionate outreach and courageous challenge.  On the one hand He 

would beckon, ñCome unto me all who are weary and burdened, and I will 

give you restò (Matt. 11:28).  He then would turn right around and say, 

ñAnyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my 

discipleò (Luke 14:27).  Recently I have been struck by the challenge side.   

     Jesus was not focused on decisions as such.  He was preoccupied with 

discipleship, the long haul, what Eugene Petersen refers to as ña long 

obedience in the same direction.  Some of His statements are shocking.  

Consider another one, ñIf anyone comes to me and does not hate his 

father and mother, his wife and children, his brother and sisterðyes, 

even his own lifeðhe cannot be My discipleò (Luke 14:26).  How about  

ñ. . .any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be My discipleò (Luke 14:33) ? 

     Following Jesus is serious stuff.  There is no place for half-heartedness or half commitments.  At the center of it is 

relinquishing control.  You not only trust Christ for forgiveness, you forsake all competing rivals. 

     Thatôs why Jesus says to live like this is to be salt.  Salt shocks.  It checks degradation and halts rottenness.  In order 

to work it has to be different from its surroundings, and if it loses its saltiness, it is useless.  Oh, how the world needs to 

see and taste salty salt. 

Salty Disciples 
 Dr. Ruffin Alphin 
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The Shiny Black shoes 
Leah J. McElveen 

M ost 

church 

goers these 

days would 

laugh at the 

idea of 

children being 

brought into 

church or 

prayer-

meetings.  

Many parents 

would 

probably say 

that at the age 

of 4 or 8 years, 

"Children are 

too little to 

learn anything, 

and they won't 

have any fun!" 

In exasperation 

the parents 

would 

probably say, "Has that church EVER thought of 

children's church or more youth centered programs?"  I'm 

sure most people that read this would be able to relate to 

hearing something like this; however, I do not hold the 

opinion that children are to be excluded from prayer 

meetings or worship on the Lord's day merely because 

they are children.  To any discouraged parents or parents 

that think their kids don't need to go to prayer meeting or 

church, I would like to relate to you what I remember as a 

child in my first few years of being in church and prayer 

meeting. 

     When I was four or five years old, I had the cutest pair 

of shiny black shoes you ever saw. They were special 

shoes that I only got to wear to church or other SPECIAL 

places like that.  In any case, my favorite pastime during 

prayer meeting and church was to "sneak peeks" at my 

shiny black shoes.  After all, what else is a little girl 

suppose to do as she listens to man after man stand up and 

pray during prayer meeting? 

     The one downside to "sneaking peeks" was the 

irritating elbow my mother would give me followed by 

"the look" that so many kids get when they continue 

misbehaving.  So the end result was always less shoe 

gazing time and more focusing really hard to keep my 

eyes shut prayer after prayer. 

     While you may think that all I really got from prayer 

meetings and church were lessons in eye control,    I  

 

Train up a child in the  

way he should go;  

even when he is old  

he will not depart from it.  
Proverbs 22:6 

heard a lot my first few years of being trained in prayer 

meeting and church. While I did enjoy looking at my 

shiny black shoes, what I remember most are how the 

godly men prayed to their heavenly Father.  I remember a 

man named David Carter and how he would say at the 

beginning of each prayer, "Oh God, we come to you 

through the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ."   

     I remember  two men would often start praying at the 

same time and one would have to sit down.  I remember 

them praying for children like me.  I still remember their 

praises to God for answered prayer and their heartfelt 

concern for missionaries in foreign countries, many of 

whom they didn't know personally. 

     I also remember secretly mocking those dear, godly 

men that prayed to their heavenly Father.  I remember 

thinking, "How stupidðnobody hears them!"  I 

remember feeling really awful when they would pray for 

the unconverted children in the church, knowing that I 

was one of them. 

     When I was saved at the age of 12,  I still liked my 

shoes.  They were a little bigger and usually still shiny, 

but oh, how I loved to hear God's men pray.  Over the 

years I had stored up a wealth of memories of godly men 

praying.  They were and still continue to be my joy and 

example. 

     Now I am grateful for my mother's faithful elbow and 

patient training.  Parents may ask if I got bored?  Yes I 

did.  Would I sit still every week?  No I didn't.  Did I 

learn anything?  

I most certainly 

did. Those 

early years of 

my life taught 

me the 

importance  

of prayer, the 

greatness of 

God, and  

my own 

insignificance.   

It taught me to care for God's people and whether I would 

admit it or not, my own need for a Savior. 

     For discouraged parents out there, when your child 

looks bored or upset for being in church and when you are 

weary of training them, know that those little eyes and 

ears see, hear, and comprehend more than you could 

imagine.  Bringing your children to prayer meeting even 

as young as 4 or 5 years old allows them to learn so much 

and when they are saved blesses their souls in 

indescribable ways. 
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EBC will fill two baskets with food items to give to deserving families. 

The deadline to bring the items is Sunday, November  21.   

See the sign up sheet on the book table. 

W hen Paul wrote to the church in Rome, he addressed his letter 
ñTo all Godôs beloved é who are called to be saintsò  (Romans 

1:7).  The New Testament emphasizes that Christians are Godôs 
belovedðspecial people set apart to receive his grace and to be his 
witnesses. All people whose minds and hearts are devoted to God are 
ñcalled to be saints.ò  
     It is interesting that many churches have set aside November 1, just 
after celebrating the Protestant Reformation, as All Saintsô Day, to 
honor those people throughout history whose lives reflected Christ 
dwelling within them.  
     Obviously there would be no Christianity without faithful disciples 
of Christ who have held fast to their faith in good times and in bad.  
There have been countless martyrs who have died witnessing to the 
love of God and the saving grace of Christ.  And sad to say, in many 
parts of the world, Christians are still persecuted and even slain for 
their beliefs. Take time to think of our Christian heritage, and 
remember with thanksgiving those who have held fast to their faith no 
matter what, and pray for those who are yet being persecuted. 

 

Remember the Faithful Believers 

 

The 127 Ministry 
 

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:  

to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep unstained from the world. 

James 1:27 
 

B ased upon this passage a new group has been organized.  This ministry is called 

the 127 Group.  Its purpose is to visit the sick, shut-ins, and the aged in our 

church and community.  The group meets at EBC every Tuesday morning at 10:00 

a.m..  Join us as we practice religion that is pure and undefiled before God; a religion 

that honors God, promotes fellowship, and brings blessings to all who are involvedð

those visited and those who visit.  
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USHERS 
 

      07  Matt Yawn & Ben Sumrow 

      14  Donzell Lewis & Fred Browning 

      21  Will Brooks & Carl Yarbrough 

      28  Tony Sumrow & Colt Yawn  
 

  Coat and tie requested or your best Sunday    

  attire. Please contact one of the deacons   

  prior to the scheduled date if you are   

  unable to serve. 

 

NURSERY ATTENDANTS 
 

 07  amðFreda Smith & Becky Sumrow 

       pmðFran McElveen & JoAnn Lewis 

 14  amðStaci OôQuinn & Joann Westberry 

       pmðMegan Groover & Melissa Gonzales 

 21  amðMaxine & Tony Sumrow 

       pmðLynne Groover & Pat Shepherd 

 28  amðBobbie Browning & Candice Yawn 

       pmðGail Waters & Becky Sumrow 

 

  

CHURCH CLEANING 
 

    06  Maxine & Tony Sumrow 

           Chlo Dukes 

    13   Need volunteers 

    20   Gail & Thomas Waters 

           Lynne & Al Groover 

    27  JoAnn & Donzell Lewis 

          Bobbie & Fred Browning 

 

COMING EVENTS 

 

WICðTuesday, November 2, at EBC, 6:30 pm 

Womenôs Fall RetreatðNovember 5-6, Epworth By the Sea   

Daylight Saving Time EndsðNovember 7 

BICðTuesday, November 9, at EBC, 6:30 pm 

Veterans DayðNovember 11      

Operation Christmas Child DeadlineðSunday, November 14 

Thanksgiving Baskets DeadlineðSunday, November 21 

Thanksgiving DayðNovember 25 

First Sunday in AdventðNovember 28 

FLOWERS 
 

      07  Need a Volunteer 

      14  Maxine Sumrow 

      21  JoAnn Lewis 

      28  JoAnn Lewis 

       
 

      November   

  Service Opportunities and Events 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

    01  Maxine Sumrow 

    02  Ruby Thompson 

    09  Joann Westberry 

    14  Jonathan Groover 

    20  Iamma waters 

 



 

Emmanuel Baptist Church 

1618 Waycross Highway 

Jesup, GA 31545 
EBC 

 

 

The Horn of Plenty 

T he symbol that best expresses the abundance that Thanksgiving 

celebrates is the cornucopia.  It sounds the joyful noise of  

Godôs bountiful blessings, of the abundant, overflowing  

graciousness that God makes available in our lives.  This 

horn also sounds a note to remind us that we must use  

our blessings to bless others. 

 
            All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above; 

        So thank the Lord, yes, thank the Lord  for all His love. 

Have A Joyful  Thanksgiving 


