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Inside this issue: 

An Encouragement to Be Evangelizing Parents 
Richard Baxter 

I 
 would persuade all whom God has entrusted with the care of children to give 

themselves to this great work of helping others to the heavenly rest.  God plainly 

commands it.  "These words, which I command you this day, shall be in your 

heartðand you shall teach them diligently unto your children, and shall talk of them 

when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 

and when you rise up" (Deut. 6:6-7).  "Train up a child in the way he should goðand 

when he is old, he will not depart from it" (Prov. 22:6).  Bring up your children "in 

the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4).  Joshua resolved, "As for me and 

my house, we will serve the Lord" (Josh. 24:15). 

And God himself says of Abraham, "I know him, 

that he will command his children and his 

household after him, and they shall keep the way 

of the Lord" (Gen. 18:19). 

     Consider how near your children are to 

you.  They are part of yourself.  If they prosper 

when you are dead, you view it as if you lived 

and prospered in them.  Should you not feel the 

same way about their everlasting rest?  God has 

made your children your charge.  You have a 

greater influence on your own family than any 

minister does.  The things you must teach them 

are contrary to the interests and desires of their 

flesh.  They have hereditary diseases bred in their 

nature.  May the Lord make you realize what an 

important and challenging responsibility you 

have toward your children. 

     Consider what sorrow you prepare for yourself if you neglect your children.  If 

you and your children die in your sins, how will they cry out against you in 

hell.  What an addition to your misery will their cries be.  On the other hand, think 

what a comfort you may have if you are faithful in this duty.  The greatest joy will be 

when you shall say, "Lord, here am I, and the children you have given me;" and shall 

joyfully live with them forever.  Consider also how much the welfare of the church 

and state depends on this duty.  Good laws will not reform us if reformation does not 

begin at home. 

 

 
(Continued on page 2) 

 
 

 

Lord, 
Here am I, 

and the  
children 

You have  
given me. 
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Think about the advantages you have in promoting the 

salvation of your children.  They are with you while they 

are tender and flexible.  You have a twig to bend, not an 

oak.  None in the world have such an interest in their 

welfare as you have, and you have the greatest authority 

over them. Their whole dependence is upon you for their 

support.  You know their disposition and interests. You 

are with them and have many opportunities to influence 

them.  Especially you, mothers, who are with your 

children more, while young, than their fathers are.  What 

you suffer to bring them into the world!  What care you 

take of their bodies.  Will you not be at as much pains for 

the saving of their souls? 

     I conclude with this earnest request to all Christian 

parents who read these lines, that they be faithful to the 

great trust God has given them.  If you cannot do what 

you would like for your children, then at least do what 

you can.  Both the church and the state, the city and the 

nation, groan under the neglect of this important 

responsibility.  Your children are like Moses in the 

bulrushes, ready to perish if they don't receive help.  If 

you are not willing to do it, now that you know it to be so 

great a duty; you are 

rebels and not true 

subjects of Jesus 

Christ.  If you are 

willing but don't know 

how, I will add a few 

words of direction to 

help you. 

     Lead your children, 

by your own example, 

to prayer and reading 

of the Bible.  Keep 

their consciences 

tender.  Teach them 

gracious speech. 

Watch over their 

behavior.  Get them 

Bibles and Christian 

books, and see that they read them.  Examine them often 

as to what they learn. Especially spend the Lord's day in 

this work, instead of sports and idleness.  Show them the 

meaning of what they read.  Instruct them out of the Holy 

Scriptures.  Keep them out of evil company, and acquaint 

them with Christian friends.  Especially show them the 

necessity and pleasure of serving God. 

 

Excerpts from The Saintsô Everlasting Rest (1652)  

 

 
 

Dear Lord, 

     There is no greater feeling of liberation than to experience this freedom from sin and death that 

you have provided for me through Jesus Christ.  Today my heart and my soul are free to praise you. 

For this I am very thankful. 

     On this Independence Day I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed for my freedom, 

following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Let me not take my freedom, both physical and 

spiritual, for granted. May I always remember that my freedom was purchased with a very high 

price.  My freedom cost others their very lives.   Lord, today, bless those who have served and 

continue to give their lives for my freedom. With favor and bounty meet their needs and watch over 

their families.  In the name of Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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About Our People: Judge and Joann Westberry 

J 
udge was born on November 15, 1938, to Burl and 

Cecil Westberry of Jesup, GA.   He has three sisters, 

Margie W. Ogden (deceased), Joan W. Beaver, and 

Linda W. Kicklighter. 

     Joann was born on November 9, 1938, to Warren 

ñBudò and Mary ñCharlieò Keith of Waycross, GA.  She 

has a sister, Jean K. York, also a 

member of EBC, and two brothers, 

Jerry Keith and Johnny Keith.  

They moved to Jesup when she 

was ten years old. 

     Judge and Joann attended 

school in Jesup where Judge 

played football for the Yellow   

Jackets and Joann was a member 

of the marching band.  It was 

during their senior year of high  

school in 1957 when they started 

dating. 

     After marrying on August 15, 

1959, in Jacksonville, FL,  they 

were blessed with four children: 

their daughter Missy,  two sons 

Mitch and Michael, and another 

child waiting for them in heaven.  

When the children were growing 

up, the family enjoyed boating and 

skiing, and spending time in the 

mountains.  Judge and Joann now 

have nine grandchildren and most recently have added a 

great-grandson.  They celebrated their 50th wedding 

anniversary 2009. 

     Judge first was employed by Wayneline for 15 years 

and then worked at Rayonier for 35 years, and he keeps 

on going like the energizer bunny!  On his days off  they 

travel as much as possible and fish whenever they can.  

Joann is a homemaker and now stays busy cleaning 

houses.  Previously for about eight years she helped 

several working moms by keeping their young children.  

     Joannôs walk with Jesus began primarily as a result of 

Christian love extended to her by Lester and Estelle 

Nichols.  They would faithfully pick up the five-year old 

Missy for Sunday School every Lordôs day.  As time 

passed, the Lord began to 

deal with Joann until she 

started to attend church and 

eventually gave her life to 

Christ.  Judgeôs walk with 

Jesus was impacted largely by 

the perseverance and 

Christian love displayed by 

Pastor Thomas Waters.  

Judgeôs work schedule at 

Rayonier precluded a life of 

regular devotion and the 

opportunity to attend church 

on a normal and routine basis.  

In spite of this Pastor Thomas 

met with Judge, prayed with 

him, counseled and 

encouraged him, answered his 

questions, and never gave up 

on him.  Eventually Judge 

gave his life to the One who 

gave His life for him. 

     Their favorite scriptures 

are Romans 8:28, Romans 12, and Psalm 91.  Their 

favorite hymns are Be Still My Soul, Amazing Grace, 

Sweet Beulah Land, and How Great Thou Art. 

     Joann is a sweet lady with great compassion and a 

servantôs heart.   Judge is a hardworking man who deeply 

loves and cares for his family.  We are thankful for their 

service to God and for their fellowship with the members 

and friends of Emmanuel Baptist Church. 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Nigerian Christian Prayer 
 

G od in Heaven, You have helped my life to grow like a tree.  Now 
something has happened;  Satan, like a bird, has carried in one  

twig of his own choosing after another.  Before  knew it, he had  
built a dwelling place and was living in it.  Tonight, my Father, I 
am throwing out both the bird and the nest.  Amen. 


