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The Doctrines of Grace and Passion  
for the Souls of Men  

John A. Broadus 

 "For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren." 
Romans 9:3   

 

     Concern for the salvation of others is not prevented by a belief in what we call the 

doctrines of grace, is not prevented by believing in divine sovereignty, and 

predestination and election.  Many persons intensely dislike the ideas which are 

expressed by these phrases.  Many persons shrink away from ever accepting them 

because those ideas are in their minds associated with the notion of stolid 

indifference.  They say if predestination be true, then it follows that a man cannot do 

anything for his own salvation.  If he is to be 

saved he will be saved, and he has nothing to 

do with it, and need not care nor need any one 

else care. 

     Now, this does not at all follow, and I will 

prove that it does not follow. Paul himself, the 

great oracle of this doctrine in the Scripture, 

has uttered these words of burning passionate 

concern for the salvation of others so close by 

the passages in which he has taught the 

doctrines in question.  Look back from the text 

a few sentences. You will find the very passage 

upon which many stumble: "Moreover, whom 

he did predestinate" ð there are people who 

shudder at the very words ð "them he also 

called, and whom he called, them he also 

justified; and whom he justified, them he also 

glorified." 

     Just a little while after he uttered those words from which men want to infer that 

the man who believes it need not feel concerned for his salvation or the salvation of 

others, just a little after, came the passionate words of the text.  Nor is that all.   

You will find just following the text, where he speaks of Esau and Jacob, that God 

made a difference between them before they were born, and where he says of 

Pharaoh that God raised him up that He might show His power in him, and that 

God's name might be declared throughout all the earth.  "Therefore he hath mercy on 
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whom he will, and whom he will he hardeneth."  Some good people fairly shiver 

at the inference which seems to them to be inevitable from such language as 

that.  But I say the inference must be wrong, for the inspired man who uttered 

this language, only a few moments before had uttered these words of the text. 

     And whenever you find your heart or the heart of your friend inclined to 

shrink away from these great teachings of divine Scripture concerning 

sovereignty and predestination, then I pray you make no argument about it, but 

turn to this language of concern for the salvation of others, so intensely 

passionate that men wonder and think surely it cannot mean what it says.  The 

trouble is in this and many cases, that we draw unwarranted inferences from the 

teachings of the Bible, and then cast all the odium of those inferences upon the 

truths from which we draw them.  Now, I say that whatever be true, for or 

against the apostle's doctrines of predestination and divine sovereignty in 

salvation, it is not true that they will make a man careless as to his own salvation 

or that of others  seeing that they had no such effect on Paul himself, but right                                                                                                                                                                                                   

in between these two great passages come the wonderful words of the text. 
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John A. Broadus (1827-1895) 

American Baptist Preacher 

H 
aving never been taught all of the doctrines of 

grace, some questions came to mind when I 

began to study the subjects of election and 

irresistible grace.  The first thought was, ñIs it fair?ò  The 

real question is, ñIs this truly taught in scripture?ò  One of 

the many proof scriptures is 2 Timothy 1:9.  ñ(God) who 

has saved us and called us to a 

holy calling, not because of our  

works, but because of His own 

purpose and grace which He  

gave us in Christ Jesus before  

the ages began.ò 

     This thought leads either to 

question Godôs character or to  

deny the scriptures.  Neither should be the position of any 

Christian. Therefore it must come down to our 

understanding of God, our theology.  

     In his Abstract of Systematic Theology James P. Boyce 

says, ñThe perfect attainment of all facts prepares for the 

exactness of scientific knowledge.  The absence of any 

Is It Fair? 
Matt Yawn 

 

 

must make the knowledge incomplete.  The proper 

generalization of all is essential in this, as in all other 

kinds of science.  A full knowledge of all the facts, and a 

perfect generalization of them, will constitute theology an 

exact science.ò  Notice that what isðis; God is. He is the 

Great I Am.  Ours is to understand and grow in the 

knowledge of Him, ñFor I am the 

LORD, I do not change (Malachi 

3:6). 

     What is fair then? The Bible 

says, ñThere is none righteous, no 

not oneò (Romans 3:10).  All are 

ñdead in trespasses and sins 

(Ephesians 2:1), and none ñare 

willing to comeò to Christ (John 5:40).  The question is, 

ñHow dead is dead?ò   

     So it is fair to say that in our fallen nature that we have 

no hope?  Yes!  Proverbs 21:4 says that even the plowing 

of the wicked is sin.  This is because the one plowing is 

just gaining more strength to continue in his rebellion 

(Continued on page 6) 
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In  my office we must have one of the most wonderful work environments    

 imaginable. I should know because Iôve been in quite a few different work 

situations. However, I find that even in this most wonderful environment, I can be easily 

piqued by inconvenience. I see this as an area of dependence I need to take to the 

Father. Let me give you some examples. 

     For days on end we can blithely go about our business, working along at our desks 

on our computers, and suddenly we realize that our email is not working. First one or 

two of us notice and question each other about it, and then itôs like dominoes falling in 

the office. The phones on our desks will ring with one or two more people noticing, and 

within fifteen minutes even those closed up in their offices are coming up for air to find 

out if anyone else is having trouble with their email. Then there is a flurry of activity 

while systems are checked and double checked while we are hopeful it will be up and 

running again, but for that period of time we realize how dependent we have all become 

on communication by email. 

     Another day, things can be rolling along, normal as can be, everything and 

everybody happy andðBOOM! The electricity goes out. Not only is it darkðbut it 

knocks out all the computers, phone system, sets off the alarm (not pleasant at all!), and 

has everyone wondering, ñWill this be five minutes or five hours?ò ñHow far will this 

set me back today?ò ñWill I get this out?ò or ñWill I get this finished on time?ò 

     Should I even get into mechanical malfunctions? Iôm not sure I want to go 

there.  Just this past week the copier was down from Tuesday through most 

of Fridayðthe week before a major event! And of course there are some 

things that just cannot be fixed in-house; you have to call for service and 

wait! Interminable!  

     I am not at my best, most cheerful self when inconvenienced, sad to say. I 

like to push my buttons and receive response. I like to be productive, and to do 

that, my machines, including my computer, my phone, and my copier have to 

be cooperative. Itôs very difficult to give those inanimate objects grace 

when they fail.  

     Hereôs the thing.  What Iôm realizing is that at the end of all those    

objects is ñsomeone.ò We are all looking for ñsomeoneò to solve these    

malfunctions. Whether it is our own in-house technicians, the electric     

 company, or company service technicians, there is ultimately someone, 

some individual we are dependent upon to fix the problem. The machines donôt need 

our grace. They do. Even if we receive great service, but are still inconvenienced in the 

interim, is there grace in our hearts in the interim?   

 

         Though the fig tree does not bud  

          and there is no fruit on the vines,Ο 
though the olive crop failsΟ 
and the fields produce no food,Ο 
though there are no sheep in the pen 

and no cattle in the stalls, 

though the copier is still not fixedé 

though the Internet is downé 

though the alarm is buzzing today and I have a headacheé 

yet I will triumph in the LORD; I will rejoice in the God of 

my salvation! [Habakkuk 3:17-18 with some uninspired 

additions] 

The Price 
of 

Convenience 
Mary Sue Rawls 

 

Go to the church website www.ebcjesup.net and see this newsletter in color! 



 4 

INDIA     

Assailants sever Christian's hand in IndiaðVoice Of the 

Martyrs contacts     
 

On July 4 unknown assailants attacked a college professor, 

severing his right hand and part of his arm in Kerala, India. 

According to The Voice of the Martyrs contacts T.J. Joseph, a 

professor at Newman's College in Thodupuzha, was returning 

from a Sunday service at his church when a van pulled up beside 

him. The assailants forced him from his car and attacked him 

with knives and swords, amputating his lower arm and inflicting 

deep wounds to his body. At last report, doctors were attempting 

to save his limb. According to reports, several Muslim students 

were offended by test questions on an exam T.J. Joseph gave two 

months ago. After protests by Islamic groups, T.J. was suspended 

from his job and apologized for his ñunintentional error.ò 

Nevertheless, he continued to receive threats. T.J.ôs assailants in 

the July 4 attack are suspected to be members of the Islamic 

militant group, the Popular Front of India, but the attack was 

condemned by other Islamic groups. The media in India reported 

that T.J. Joseph forgave his attackers. Praise God T.J. has 

forgiven his persecutors. Pray for his full and speedy recovery. 

Pray that the misunderstanding which led to the attack will be 

resolved. Pray for peace among India's religious communities. 

 

INDONESIA  

Christians face death threat and 

increasing oppositionðCompass Direct 

News 
 

In recent months, Christians in Bekasi, 

Indonesia have faced growing opposition 

from Muslim extremists opposed to 

ñChristianization,ò according to Compass 

Direct News. Compass reported that on 

June 27 Muslim organizations in Bekasi 

announced they would establish 

ñparamilitary units in local mosquesò to 

oppose ñongoing attempts to convert 

people to Christianity.ò Muslims have 

accused Christians of ñaggressive 

proselytizing.ò Church services throughout 

the city have been interrupted repeatedly 

and Christians have been threatened. In 

June the Bekasi Islamic Congress met and 

set up a ñmission centerò along with a 

youth army to oppose Christian efforts. 

There is also a push for Shariah law in the 

region. Pray for protection for Christians in 

Bekasi. Pray the authorities will protect the 

Christians against opposition from militant 

Islamic groups. 
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